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This invention relates to a contact .lens case and use 
thereof - 

5 Contact lenses, especially hydrophobic lenses, are 

i i s t e r i 1 e h e o ph t h a 

practitioner who then dispenses them te the wearer, The 

sealed with aluminium foil. Both of the above are capable of 
allowing the lens to be sterilised, usually by "moist heat", 
i.e. steam under pressure,- as per the norms used in the 
industry for sterile products, 

13 The practitioner then dispenses the lens to the wearer 

and discards the container, Host wearers who do not use 
"daily disposable" lenses must thee disinfect and store their 
lenses after wear in a lens ease {normally a side-by-side 
case with left and right wells) which is usually mads of a 

20 plastic material. Not all wearers Change their lens oases 

not properly cleaned, can be a source for bacterial/ 

contaminate the lenses and infect the wearer's eyes. The 
25 trend in the industry has moved to prescribing lenses for 

' ' t ff i r m , t r 3-month per iod, fcx 

is still important for the wearer to change his lens case and 

this is not always complied with. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, 
30 there is provided a contact lens case in which a wearer is to 

store a lens, characterized in that said case is 

Owing te this aspect of the present invention, the 

package to be opened until it is received by the intended 
wearer and t on the wearer c - -,o tht case for Coring etc 
the lens. 
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friendly, since no vials or containers need, be thrown away by 
the practitioner, and, although the wearer is encouraged to 
throw away the old lens cases at. regular intervals, there is 
less risk of infection of the wearer's eyes. 

The lens case preferably has a single well and cay be 
connectible < ii recti entical, or a most 

identical, lens ease to provide a combined 
carrying/storage/disinfecting case or carrier for carrying 
both of the wearer's contact lenses. 

By "thermostable'' herein is meant that the case can be 
autociaved under any one of the following regimes without 
losing its dimensional stability: 

CD at 134* C lot. 3 min. 

Ui) at I2£*c for 10 min, 

Cili) at 121*C for 15 min. 

Civ) at U5*C for 30 min. 

According to a seqend aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of using a contact lens case, 
comprising placing a contact lens and a contact lens care 

the iens and the solution to sterilise the lens, 
character i red by presenting the contact lens case to an 
intended wearer . 

Owing to this aspect of the invention, an agent or 
distributor can autoclave a paskage consisting of the case, 
the lens and the solution, there is no need for the package 
to be opened until it is received by the wearer (or until at 

N - h \ o o t is pre he we a and t € 

the wearer can use the case for storing, etc. the lens* 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a contact iens case having a well, 
■s--- has a 

- > - ~3 v^.o : i« - ~o~ \\t?;i io cahbt 



one no is provooeC on comb.ee 
lens cases having respec 
identical so each other, cha: 
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respective connecting means whereby the cases have been 
connected to each ether. 

Owing to these aspects of the present invention, one 
case can be directly connected to another case so as to 
5 provide a carrier for both of a wearer *s contact tenses. 

The cases are advent ageous iy identical, or almost 
identical , to each other, whereby manufacture of the cases is 
'ftt e s e if or 

* i " i <t '• *? • ' : -:n ; : s ' o tn ''up . c use 

10 has been correctly selected. 

The connecting means is advantageously located laterally 

by-sice to provide a pair of side-by--sj.de wells > 

'he c nnecting means preferabl; Incorporates some means 
15 obstructing {in particular preventing} disconnection of the 
cases froja each other once connected together. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a contact lens case having a well, 
- > " i i that said ;ase has cox acting t a whereby 
2:0; said case can be connected to another contact lens case and 

or *» right" and which becomes hidden when the £ i r s t -merit i oned 
case is connected to said other contact lens case. 

Owing to this aspect of the present invention, it is 
25 possible to arrange that, when the two cases are connected 
together to form a carrier for a pair of contact lenses, the 
well for the left lens or for the right lens is clearly 
indicated. 

There could be, on each case, only one marking 
30 indicating "left" 1 or "right", or two markings at respective 
opposite sides of the case indicating "left" and "right", 
respectively . 

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided in combination, first and second contact 
35 lens cases substantially identical to each other, 
characterised in that said cases are stackable one upon 
another in such a manner that a bottom part of a wail of a 
well Of the upper case enters a recess in the top of the 
lower case. 



Owing to this aspect of she invention, the contact lens 
cas u i orage space and ! ^ 

The recess may be in an upper surface of a cap covering 
the well of the identical case, 
5 According to a seventh aspect;, of the present invention, 

there is provided a package comprising a contact lens case 
having a well, a contact lens in said well and a contact ions 
care solution in said well, characterized in that said 
£ < c uv c <■ 5 i is breaks to 

10 give access to said solution, 

Owing to this aspect of the invention, the tamper- 
evident seal provides a safeguard against tampering with the 
lens or the solution. 

In order that the invention may be clearly understood 
15 and readily carried into effect, reference will now be made, 
by way of example, to the accompanying- drawings, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic sop perspective view of two 
contact lens cases connected together to form a carrier for 
a pair of contact lenses, 
20 Figure 2 is a top plan of one contact lens case, 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of chat case. 

Figure 4 is an underneath perspective view of that case, 

and 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of a carrier formed from 

25 two cases each according to Figures 2 to 4 . 

Figure 1 illustrates a principle of use of two single- 
well, contact lens cases 1 identical to each other. Each case 
includes a case foody 2> defining a well (not shown) sealing! y 
covered by a hinged snap-cap, or preferably a separate screw- 

30 cap 2. The quality of the seal between the closure cap 2 and 
the body 2 ! is sufficiently high that a good fluid-tight seal 
is retained during sutociaving. Ar. respective opposioe sides 
of each case are respective halves 3 and 4 of tongue - in- 
groove connections 3,4 whereof the tongues 3 and grooves 4 

35 are nocked at 5 a no 6 ana are substantially erect fits, with 
N x ' u r f a c i re- si > hrc-.: 

and below the tongues 3 and grooves 4, to give strength and 
stability to the connections 3,4, The surfaces ? and 8 are 
oblique to the vertical,: so that .markings 9 indicating "LEFT" 
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m -he <u % a forced on e tori e 8 ma se easier to 

read. The tongue 3 of one ease I is shown slid along the 
groove 4 of the other cass 1 ... to connect tho two oases 
together side-by-side,. 
5 Referring to Figures 2 to 5 which show each case 1 in 

s ' : d t - - v. 1 eot v n an 

underneath recess 11 of the case 1. The recsss is bounded by 
a flat bate surface 12 of the esse to give good stability on 
a supporting surface, such as s table, The grooved side of 
10 the case is of a fish-tail shape in plan view to match the 
shape of tte oongooo sine of the esse so that the connection 

The tongne 3 is formed at its thickened edge with a 
notch 13 to be engaged by a pip 14 in the groove 4 of another 

15 case 1, to provide positive latching of the tongue in the 
groove longitudinally, as illustrated in Figure 6- The inside 
surfaces of the cap 2 and the well of each case I include 
protrusions in the form of pimples or rods to discourage 
adhesion of the lens to either surface- The cases are 

20 designs i so o cc be readil\ st rckal le in an int ? paging 
manner, with the bottom part of the wail 10 of an upper case 
1 entering the recess 16 in a lower case 1, The bottom part 
of tho wall 10 nay bo so shaped as to fit into the recess 16, 

agent/distributor places the hydrated lens in a case 1 
containing saline, with "moist heat" autoclave?; toe package 
so formed, affixes a label to a wall 15 of a top recess 16 in 
the top surface of the cap 2 and sells to the optician as 

30 such h 1 < i in< :d« - < o able strip ascending 

over the rim of the cap 2 and adhered to the body of the case 
i f to provide a tamper-evident device. An alternative, and 
more desirable, tamper-evident novice would no a breafcanie 
plastic strip oetween the cap 2 and the case tody 2 ! . 

3o When the optician prescribes the contact lenses to a 

wearer, the optician will select the appropriate laf f /right 
eye prescriptions from stock, Each lens will be in its 
single-wei! case and these two cases can then be interlocked 
to form a side-by- side case which can be used for the 



cag<i :, rectinq soaking and o.;r.ty a cf the contact; 
lenses . 
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1. A. contact lens case in which a wearer is to store a 
lens, characterised in that said case (1) is thermostable. 

2, A contact lens case according to claim 1, wherein said 
case 11} is of ~ ho o r hernostable elastics, 

3. A contact lens case according to claim 2, wherein said 
eas - " ; Is oi 

4, A contact lens cass according to any preceding claim, 
wherein said case (I) has a single well for receiving a 

which said case (!) is connect ible to a sohost socially 
identical case (1) to provide a combined case (1,1) for 
carrying both of the wearer's contact lenses, 

6, A contact lens case according to claim 5, wherein said 
connecting means {3,4} comprises one half {3/4) of a tongue- 
in- groove connection {3,4}. 

■?.. A contact, lens case according to claim 6, wherein said 
one half {3/4} of the tongue - i n ---groove connection {3,4} is 
necked (5/65 to fit necking {6/5} of the other half (4/3) of 
the tongue-- in ---groove connection (3,4} , 

8. A contact lens case according to any one of claims 5 to 

7, as appended to claim 4_, wherein said connecting means 
{3,4} is located laterally of said well. 

3. A contact lens case according to claim 8 f wherein said 
connecting means (3,45 incorporates locating means <l3,l-<; 
obstructing disconnection of said contact lens case {!) from 
said substantially identical case {1} once connected 
togetno r . 

10, A concoct lens case according to claim § as a ope adad to 
- ^ s m id oo ?ans {13,14} c mprises a 

detent {14} to engage in an indentation (13} to provide 
positive latching of the tongue (3} in the groove (4) 

claim 3 or 0 as appended co claim 6, wherein said one half 
{3/4) is a groove {4} and said contact lens case {1} is of a 
fish-tail shape in plan view is the region of said groove 
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{4) . 

12. A contact lens case according to any one of claims o to 

11 , wherein said contact lens case (1) has, adjacent said 
connecting means (3, 4) , a substantial surface (8) for 

S abutment face --t;:;- face against, a surface (?) of said 
substantially identical case ■!!} to give stability to said 
connecting means (3,4). 

3.3, A contact lens case according to claim 12, wherein said 
substantial surface (8) faces obliquely upwardly. 
10 14. A contact lens case according to claim 12 er 13, wherein 
said substantial surface {8} carries a marking fig indicating 
■"left" or ^r.ight". 

15. A contact lees case according to any preceding claim, 
wherein said contact lens case fl) has a substantially fiat 

IS base surface (12) , 

16, A con:: sou. ions case according to claim 13 as appended to 
claim 4, wherein a wall {10} of said well projects downwards 
into an underneath recess (11) of said contact lens case il) , 
which recess (11) is bounded by said base surface {12) . 

20 Hi A contact lens case according to any preceding claim, 
wherein said contact lefts case {1} is readily staekafoie in an 
use; us a subsi cUsialiy identical jass it) > 

claim 16, wherein a bottom part of said wall (1.0) is 
25 insertahie into a top recess {16; in the top of a 
substantially identical case (1) . 

19, A contact lens case according to claim IS, wherein said 
top recess (16) is formed in an upper surface or a closure 
cap (2) of said contact lens case (1) . 

30 20, A method of using a contact lens case, comprising 
placing a contact lens and a contact lens care solution in 
said case fl 5 , and autociavieg the case 0 5 containing the 
- * i ?u by 

present ing the contact, lens case (1) to an intended wearer. 

35 sin iim 20, and further prising 

no earlier than shortly before said presenting, opening said 

12. ?\ matted accor din:; to clairti 23, and turthor comprising, 
£ ^ v, v. A - o <. i x o the 

a 
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ca.se il) tor storing the lens. 

23. A contact lens case having a well., characterized in that 
said case {1} has also connecting means (3,4) whereby said 
case (1) can be directly connected to another contact lens 

5 case (1) . 

24. In combination, first and second contact lens cases (1) 
having respective wells and substantially identical to each 
other, characterized in that the cases (I) have respective 
connecting scans or, 4; whereby the cases {1} have been 

10 connected to each other, 

25. A combination according to claim 24, wherein said 
s n i. t ' v ^ v o U i .h » jo in' 

wells, so that the cases (1) are directly nonnested side-by- 
side to provide a pair of side-fey- side wells. 

15 25, A combination according to claim 24 or 25, wherein sold 
connecting means {3,45 incorporates means (13,14) obstructing 
disconnection or the cases il) from each other. 
27, A contact iens case having a well, characterised in that 
said contact iens case (1) has connecting means {3,4} whereby 

20 said contact lens case (1) can be connected to another case 

one side thereof which indicates *l$ft* or * right* and which 
becomes hidden when said contact iens case (1) is connected 
to said other case (1) . 
25 28 < A contact lens case according to claim 27, wherein there 
is, on said contact lens case (1;, only one said marking {9) , 

29, A contact lens case according to claim 27, wherein there 
are, on said contact iens case CD, two markings 09) at 
respective opposite sides of said contact iens case (1) 

30 indicating ".left" and "right''', respectively. 

30, In combination, first and second contact lens cases (15 
i •> * - - » * - > " ' - o i that 
,.,!-< i j h a 

35 upper case (1) enters a recess (16) in the top of the lower 

31, A combination according to claim 30, wherein said recess 
'Hi is in an upper surface of a cap (2) covering a weld, of 
the lower ease (1) , 
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32. A package comprising a cant-act lens case having a well, 
a contact .tens in said wall and. a contact, lens care solution 
in c- v well, v Ov in erne; .1 1 package includes a 

taster-evident seal which is breakable to give access to said 
solution . 
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